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“Ex Libris Veritas”

Exhibition of Contemporary Photography
12 Photographic Images from
Rare Old Romanian Books.

Florin Grigoras, May 2017

Old rare books give us a vivid account about our history, roots
and culture. They reside in special collections of the main libraries.
But do nowadays people still interact with their profound meaning?

The exhibition brings to the attention of contemporary audience
the poignant images of some cornerstone books pertaining to
Romanian people's heritage of old rare books collections. These
books contributed to the foundations of the Romanian nation, in their
various dimensions. As the rare books reside in the libraries and the
contemporary culture is mainly digitised, contact with rare books and
remembrance of their significance for the foundations of the culture
is more and more diminished. In this respect, the interest of the
contemporary art for old rare books is fully justified as an artistic
approach on rising questions about one's origins and evolution,
about the latest axiological contexts and options. Large format
photographic images of old books covers, or front matter, intend to
divert the public from day-to-day modern life preoccupations in order
to meditate about the evolution of particular cultural communities

and, why not, evolution of humanity.
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Dimitru larcu, "ABECEDARIU"
Imprimeria statului, Bucuresci, 1865

[colectia de carti vechi rare,
Biblioteca Academiei Romane, Filiala lasi]
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“Ex Libris Veritas”

Expozitie de fotografie artistica contemporana
12 imagini fotografice supradimensionate
provenind din carti vechi rare romanesti

Florin Grigoras, Mai 2017

Cartile vechi rare sunt, si astazi, izvoare de cunoastere care
marcheazad parcursul nostru istoric, evidentiazd radacinile si
ilustreaza cultura noastra. Ele sunt gazduite in colectiile speciale ale
principalelor biblioteci. In ce m&sura publicul zilelor noastre mai este
conectat la esenta lor profunda?

Expozitia aduce in atentia publicului actual imagini de puternic
impact ale unor carti fundamentale ce apartin colectiilor romanesti de
carte veche rara. Aparitia acestor carti a fost o contributie
semnificativa la asezarea fundamentelor natiunii roméane, in variatele
dimensiuni ale acestora (culturald, politic-administrativa, literara,
stiintifica). Conform statutului lor de carti rare, acestea detin un regim
special in biblioteci, iar in conditile prevalentei informatiei digitale,
contactul cu cartile rare se diminueaza si, implicit, perspectiva
asupra semnificatiei lor pentru fundamentele culturii are de suferit.
In acest sens, interesul manifestat, intr-un context de arta
contemporand, pentru carti vechi rare este complet justificat, fiind un
demers artistic prin care se propune interogarea originilor noastre ca
natiune si a modului ulterior de evolutie, precum si a contextelor si
optiunilor axiologice recente. Lucrari fotografice de dimensiune
extinsa, ilustrand coperte sau pagini de carti vechi rare, incearca sa
impuna publicului separarea de preocuparile curente, pentru a
medita asupra evolutiei unor comunitati culturale particulare, si, de
ce nu, asupra evolutiei intregii umanitati.
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